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A P P L I C A T I O N  B R I E F

LabNotebook Flashback Mode 
Recall Traces and Setups from the LabNotebook Database 

(LAB_WM829) 

 

Figure 1 The Flashback button in the LabNotebook dialog 
box is used to recall traces and setups from the LabNote-
book Database. 

Flashback is one of the most 
powerful features in LeCroy’s 
LabNotebook documentation 
tool.  Not only does LabNote-
book save a report of a user se-
lected test, it also can store the 
acquired waveforms and oscillo-
scope setup.  If you find yourself 
in the position of having not 
taken a specific measurement 
during the test, with Flashback 
you can recall the data and 
make additional measurements. 
 
Figure 1 shows the LabNote-
book dialog box.  The Flashback 
button will recall the oscilloscope 
setup and all traces stored at the 
time the LabNotebook entry was 
created.  
 
 In Figure 2 we see a typical re-
sult of using flashback.  Wave-
forms are recalled into the origi-
nal source trace and the acquisi-
tion mode is switched to stop.  
The oscilloscope setup is also 
recalled so the entire state of the 
scope is returned to the way it 
was when the LabNotebook en-
try was created.   

 

Figure 2: The result of pressing the Flashback button.   

 
If you need to process or ana-
lyze data from multiple acquisi-
tions you can combine LabNote-
book with sequence mode ac-
quisition.  Sequence mode seg-
ments the acquisition memory 
and saves multiple acquisitions 
in the memory.   If you store se-
quence mode data using Lab-
Notebook multiple acquisitions 
can be recalled using flashback.  
This allows the user to use 
analysis techniques like persis-
tence displays and histograms 
which show the history of multi-



ple waveforms. 

 

Figure 3: Overshoot being measured on a Flashback of a 20 
segment sequence mode acquisition  

 
Figure 3 shows an overshoot 
measurement being made on 20 
segments of a sequence mode 
acquisition recalled using 
Flashback. The multiple acquisi-
tions are displayed individually 
using the mosaic display mode 
for sequence waveforms. 
 
The same technique can be ap-
plied if you need to view persis-
tence displays of multiple acqui-
sitions from a recalled waveform.  
This is shown in Figure 4.  In this 
example 1000 segments of a 
trace exhibiting some metestabil-
ity were acquired and saved in a 
LabNotebook entry.  After a 
Flashback recall the sequence 
mode trace was displayed in 
color persistence mode to show 
a waveform history over the full 
1000 acquisitions. 

 

Figure 4: Persistence displays of multiple acquisitions from a 
recalled waveform 

 
Flashback is a unique tool within 
LabNotebook that gives you an 
easy way to store multiple wave-
forms and setups with a single 
button push.  This data can be 
shared with multiple users or ar-
chived for later analysis. 
 
LabNotebook is standard with all 
WaveMaster®, SDA, DDA, 
WavePro®, and WaveRunner® 
Xi, MXi, and 6000 Series digital 
oscilloscopes.  It is also avail-
able on the WaveSurfer MXs se-
ries oscilloscopes. 
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